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William Davis ond Mlizabeth Hope Davis 


vy 
Mary Ann Davie Moulton Smith, daughter 


A brief sketch of the history of William Davis and Elizabeth Hope, 
Father aad mother of Mary Ana Davis Moulton Smith, written by her- 
self Ievender 1%, 1923. 


Wy father William Davis was dora Jan. 2, 1930 in Wilsford, Wiltshire en a fern 
and became an expert plowsan and took prises at the plowing matches held in that 
county. He married Elisabeth Hope about 1854 in England near where they beth were 
dorn and raised. He was baptized Feb. 3, 1852 by Hider George Stone probably near the 
place where he wae born. : 

Mother was probably baptised at the same time and place. They nade arrangenente 
te sail from Liverpool en the sailing ship Hudeon, in the latter part of May, 166%. 
They had four children at that time. ‘The date of sailing was posponed for a few days 

and father and mother, having dispofed of their household goeds went to visit at ay 
mothers parents hene until time set for sailing. ‘While visiting there, their youngest 


child, about 2 years old, wae taken 111 end died en May 29, and they had to de in 


Liverpeel the next day se they had to leave without the privilege of attending the 
funeral of their little daughter. ‘This was a severe trial but there was ne help for 
it as the ship would leave them if they were not there bn tine. 

It was a sorrowful parting but their faith in the Gospel was streng and as quickly 
as possible they got on board the ship which sailed en the Met of May, 1864. They 
were seme six weeks and a few days on the Atlantic Ocean, landing at iow York July 19. 
From New York they went to the village of Wyoming, which is on the Missouri river where 
they were net by the ex teans sent from Utah to bring the emigrants across the plains. 

Not many days after starting my mother and ny little brother Moroni then eix yeare 
of age, were taken ill with dysentery, about the same time, my father was doing all he 


— could to help and comfert my dear mother who was near to death, poor little Moreni, 


in a weak voice called "Daddy, Daddy" father went de him and said “ty dear child what 
4 you want? He said "I want some soup, “ell said father “fry te lie still a few 
minutes so I can attend te mamma and I will try te get you some seup, he turned to 

pee what he could de for mother who was in the throes of death, she said & feel that 
I am about te leave you" "Oh don't say that Lizsie I can't de without you, let me pray 
with you", He breathed a prayer to his Heavenly Father to share her life for the sake 
ef their children but when he looked at ber again she way dying. Zone of the sisters 
came to see Wat they could do te help, then father turned his attention to Moroni, 

he had got sene soup and tock ittto him but found he was to late. His dear child ent 
dend and his dear wife alse. 30 poor father had to bury his wife and child by the 
way-side witheut a coffin and with vary little time for ceremonies. We finally landed 
Utah without any more serious troubie. My unge Willian Hail-Stone who had been in 
Utah seme years came and met us at Echo Canyon and breught us with him into this valley 
er at least to Hailstone ranch where he made his hone fer many years ALINE 


April 10th. 1865 my father was warried to Mary 4 Colinf in the endowment 
house, she had also lost her husband on the plains „ on their way comming de 


Utah. I went to say in justice to my step-mother, that she vas a true and faithful 
wife to my father and a splendid, good mother te me and ny brother, who alse lost his 
life three years after we came here, he drowned in the Prove river while trying te 
cress a wagen when the river was high. Father and his new wife seemed te be ouited 
te each other, beth being ef a kind and generous disposition. 

They lived by the side of the road as the poem says and proved te be hospitable 
and kind te hundreds who in passing their home in cold stormy weather, in need of 
something to eat, were always made welcome at the Davis ranch. 

5 Father raised a nice family of four sons and twe daughters dy his second wife, 
all of whem are still living respected citizens of the community, Yather acted as 
presiding Rider at Ahorn for seme years and held the office of high priest, later 
he brought his fenily te Heber and bought hin a home. He died May the 7th. 1891, 4 
honored and respected man. His wife althe 85 years of age is still living on the 
eld ranch and still wears the pleasant, cheerful smile that she made so many friends 


throughout her long life. Father and her had both passed through severe trials beth 
having to part with their loved ones and bury them in unknown graves on the plains, 
dat after much tribulations comes blessings. In 1886 and 1887 father took part in the 
Bleck Hawk Indian war and through his industry and trift, left his widew and children 
An fairly good circumstances at the tine of hie death. Few men have been called te 
pass through more severe trials, still he was jovial and cheerful as long as he lived 
and his. faith in Got never faltered. May we, his children emilate his example and 
follow in hie foot steps. 


- Mary Ann Davis Houlton Smith. 
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and as quickly as possibhe they got om board the ship whi sailed on 
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April 10 th. 1865 my father was married to Mary Goddard Colind in 
the endowmeht house, he had also lost her husband on the plains in 1864,en 
thier wey comming to Utah.I want to say in justice to my step-mother, that 
the was @ true and faithful wife to my father and à splendid, good mother t 
@ and my brother, who also lost his life three years after we came here,he 
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Pather raised a nice family of four sens nd two dauguters by his 

second wife,ali ef thom are still living respected citizens of the commie 
nity,Fether acted as presiding Sider at Slkhorn for som years and held the 
of f 40 of high eons yt he brought his family to Heber and bought him 
a home, He died the 7 th. 1891, a honored and respected man. His wife 
»altho 85 years of age is still living on the old ranch and still wears 
the pleasant ,cheerful smile that has made her so many friends throughout 
her leng life. Father and her had both passed through severe trials beth 
nav ing to part with thier loved ones and bury them in unknown ves on 
w Pp e But after much tribulations comes blessings. In and 1887 

ther took part in the Slack Hawk Indien war and thro his industry 

ad thrif t, left his widow and children in fairly good circumstances at the 
time of his death. Few men have been called to pass through more severe 
trials, still he was jovial amd cheerful as long as he lived and his feith 
in God never faltered. May we „nis children emulate his example and follew 
in his foot ateps. 


Mary Ann Davis Moulton Smith. 


